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 "After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Her-
od, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 'Where is the one who 
has been born King of the Jews?'" Matthew 2:1-2 
 
 Back in school, in our English classes, we learned about the Five Wȴs: 
Who? What? When? Where? And Why. These are the essential questions that 
need answered to cover all the basic information for any report. Those ɤve 
questions provide a formula for getting the complete and thorough investiga-
tion of any subject. 
 
 There isnȴt any subject more important than Jesus! Therefore, my Advent 
sermon series, ȶThe Questions of Christmasȷ will discuss these ɤve basic ques-
tions and provide you with detailed explanations about the miraculous birth of 
Godȴs Son. Itȴs my goal that these answers will give you a complete and thor-
ough understanding of the fundamental truth surrounding the birth of Jesus 
and be relevant for your daily lives. My topics for Advent will be: 
 
 Sunday, November 29thȱ "Why? Do You Really Need a Savior?" 
 
 Sunday, December 6thȱ"Where? Why Not the Mahoning Valley?" 
 
 Sunday, December 13thȱ"When? Perfect Timing!" 
 
 Sunday, December 20thȱ"What? No Sex?" 
 
 Thursday, December 24th, 7:00PMȱ"Who? Tom, Dick, or Harry?" 
 
 
 I hope you will join us each week to 
receive the answers to your Christmas 
Questions. 
 
 
In Christȴs love, 
Pastor Steve   
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

 

ADVENT CHANGES DUE TO COVID-19 

 The Sacrament of the Lordȴs Supper will be served on November 29th, the 
First Sunday in Advent. Our procedure due to Covid19 is for you to please pick 
up the prepackaged elements of bread and juice on the table outside the Sanctu-
ary. Glutton free elements will also be available by request. Again, here is a 
website on YouTube for you to watch if you have trouble opening these pre-
packaged cups.    https://youtu.be/Hpg7OsyEX7g 

 There will be no Choir Cantata this Advent. Of course, this is because the 
choir has not practiced or sung during the current pandemic. Ken Umeck, our 
music leader, Dan McKinnon, our pianist, and guest musicians will provide spe-
cial music throughout the season. 

 The Christmas Eve Family Service at 4:00 pm will be different from the past. 
Sadly, due to Covid19, the children cannot safely participate as characters in 
the Christmas story. Instead, the afternoon service will 
consist of Scripture readings, hymns, a Childrenȴs mes-
sage and a series of short meditations around the 
theme: "The Decorations of Christmas." Join us as we 
learn how our use of ornaments, trees, candy canes, 
bells, and stars to decorate our homes ties into the 
birth of Jesus. Bring your BELLS, the good news is that 
the ringing of the bells is not affected by Covid19. This 
year, battery operated lights will be used in place of our 
traditional candles. Finally, families and relatives are 
encouraged to sit in the same row at this service. 

The Christmas Eve Traditional Service at 7:00 PM will 
look very similar to services in the past with a full 
message as Pastor Steve completes his sermon series. 
Battery operated lights will also be used at this service in place of our traditional 
candles. 
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NOVEMBER 29th  

COMMUNION  

December 24th  

4:00PM  

òThe Decorations of 

Christmasó Service 

7:00PM  

Traditional Service  

December 25th  
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This tree is standing after the sand beneath was washed 
out...why? Because it's roots are very deep.  It reminds me of what our 
relationship with Jesus should be like. When the storms wash up against 
us, we will stand because we are firmly planted. Father, help us to keep 
growing our roots deep in Your Word, Your Truth, and Your Love. 

 

In early November, Gymsters came to our Wednesday night program. 
The children and parents alike loved the activities so much, that they 

have asked for a repeat. Gymsters is a husband and wife team who travel to schools, churches, 
and daycares with various equipment to lead the children in really fun exercises and 
games. They will be back with us again on Monday, November 30th, from 6:30-7:30PM in the 
gym. The cost is $3 per child. The money goes towards helping pay Gymsters, use of the gym, 
and a snack. We plan on having Gymsters come one Monday a month. Everything is COVID 
friendly: equipment is sanitized, social distancing is respected. Masks are required. We hope 
your child can come to this event and even bring a friend! 

 

Swirly Twirly Gumpdrops! It's Teens movie night! Friday, December 4th, 7-9:30PM in the 
church gym. All students in 6-12th grade are invited for a fun night to watch the Elf mov-
ie. We will have Buddy the Elf's favorite food, cereal, and enjoy lots of laughter because as 
Buddy himself says, "I just like smiling! Smiling's my favorite!" Bring pillows, camp chairs, 
sleeping bags, anything to sit comfy. 

 

Friday, December 11th, 7-8:30PM, is Family Movie Night in the gym at the church. Bring sleep-
ing bag, pillow, camp chairs, bean bag, anything to sit comfortably. (We have chairs available as 
well.) Snacks and drinks provided. Masks required. We will be showing the movie "The Star", a 
tale of faith and friendship as we "adventure with a small but brave donkey named Bo who 
yearns for a life beyond his daily grind at the village mill. One day he finds the courage to 
break free and teams up with Ruth the lovable sheep and Dave the hilarious dove with lofty 
aspirations. Along with 3 wisecracking camels and some eccentric stable animals, Bo and his 
new friends follow the star on the adventure of their dreams, filled with lots of laughter- and 
become part of the greatest story ever told."  

 

There will be no Wednesday night programs on December 
23rd or 30th for Christmas break.     

 

Thank You for your prayers and support, 

God Bless, Cheri Smith 
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ADVENT WREATH 

 

 Every year, members from our congregation light the 
 candles of the Advent Wreath. This year the individual 
 and families lighting candles each week are: 

 November 29th Cheri & Alex Smith 

 December 6th Fran & Dave Russell 

 December 13th Nathan Engdahl & Family 

 December 20th Amy & Barry Lamer 

 December 24th 4PM Julie & Frank Strama & Family 

 December 24th 7PM Connie & Bob Sexton 

 

   LOVE TREE  

The Christmas gifts from the angel ornaments will need to 
be returned to the church by Sunday, December 6th. Any-
one feeling uncomfortable about coming into the church 
on Sunday may stop in during church ofɤce hours to 
choose a name and to drop off gifts. You may also contact 
Amy Lamer at 330-978-0373, or another deacon for assis-
tance.  

PAGE 4           VOLUME 62, ISSUE 12 

   FOOD FOR THE NEEDY 

The Board of Deacons will once again provide for the needy this 
Christmas. Monetary Donations only are requested to help provide 
a gift certificate at a grocery store to allow each family to select 
the foods best suited for their likes and needsñand for Christ-
mas gifts for young children. 

Please mark your donation òDeaconõs Fundó and drop it in the of-
fering box or bring/mail it to the church office. If you know of a 
family in need in the Champion area, please let the church office 
know. Due to so many people who are still out of work during the 
pandemic, Wills Emphasis Matching Funds will be used to match 
up to $1,000 for this year. 

   THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 



 

 

SPECIAL DECEMBER OFFERING FOR THE PARKING LOT 

  
 

Ȼ Thanks to you Ȱ the church ɤnances are in the 
black. 

Ȼ Thanks to you Ȱ our Mission commitments are 
paid up to date. 

Ȼ Thanks to the Trustees Ȱ Our insurance paid 
$50,000 for our new roofs. 

Ȼ And your Session is GRATEFUL 
 
HOWEVER, you all know the Parking Lot still needs repaved. Therefore, the Ses-
sion is holding a special offering in December to raise funds towards the repav-
ing of the parking lot. We hope to begin this project in the spring of 2021. The 
Session is in conversation with the Champion Fire Dept and Champion Town-
ship will contribute funds toward the project since they also want to pave in 
front of the Fire Dept and their Right of Way (which we use all the time). Our 
most recent estimate for the project which includes all our paved area (except 
the Basketball Court) and the Fire Dept. parking lot is $87,849.00. 
 
Please mark your special year end gift as ȶParking Lotȷ on your check or giving 
envelope. 
 

We thank you in advance.   

 

PASTOR STEVEõS ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

(Meeting On Dec. 2nd, Dec. 9th and Dec. 16th ) 

Pastor Steveõs Wednesday afternoon Bible Study meets at 1:30PM. We will do a 

three -week study on Scriptures about the birth of Jesus.  We meet in the Social 

Hall and practice Social Distancing. You are also asked to please wear your mask. 

Come, join us as we begin a new study . 

 

  

 

Pastor Steveõs Wednesday evening Bible Study meets at 6:30PM. We will finish our 

study of Acts and then do a two -week study on Scriptures about the birth of Je-

sus. We meet in the Room above the Pastorõs Office and practice Social Distancing. 

You are also asked to please wear your mask. Come, join us during the Advent 

Season. 
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Emmanuel Lutheran Church is our local mission for 
December. Needs are spaghetti sauce, cereal, 
canned fruit, soup and vegetables, pudding, jello, 
crackers, toilet tissue, paper towels, shampoo, deo-
dorant, dish soap and bar soap. Note: Items may be 
dropped in baskets in the Narthex near the Missions 
Map all month. 

 

Christmas Poinsettias to decorate our Sanctuary will be $7.00 each 
and they may be taken home following Christmas Eve Worship. Due to 
IRS Regulations, money given for flowers cannot be shown on your 
statement as a gift to the church. If you would like to place an order 
please complete the form found in the center of the pew and drop it 
in the offering box or call the church office. Deadline to order is 
December 13th.         
          

    

    GIDEON TREE 

Celebrate the Birth of Jesus by placing a Bible into someoneõs hands. 

Outside of the Sanctuary there is a Christmas Tree. Every $ 
counts...Every $ becomes a Bible or New Testament Scripture. Please fol-
low the instructions on the Tree, then place your envelope into the offer-
ing box. Just $1.25 = one New Testament and $5 = one hotel Bible. 

Your 2021 Giving Envelopes for all members are in 
the Welcome Center. Please pick up the envelopes 
belonging to your family. If you did not have enve-
lopes for 2020 but would like them, please take one 
and sign your name to the appropriate number. 

For those of you still not attending worship, if it is 
possible for you or a family member to stop in and 
pick up our offering envelopes, we would appreci-
ate that very much. (Because it costs over $4 to 
mail the boxes to you.) However, if you would like 
your envelopes mailed to you please call the ofɤce. 
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Financial Statistics through October 
 

 Income for Month $  22,798 
 Expenses for Month $  32,567 
 Income Deficit for October - $    9,769 
 
 Year to date Income $ 277,461 
 Year to date Expenses $ 272,978 
 Surplus through October 31, 2020 $   4,483 
 
 Capital Improvement - Parking Lot      $   29,009 

As you can see from the figures above, the church incurred a large deficit during October. This 

was due to less income than an average month, plus the Sessionôs use of general funds to pay 

our mission commitments. However, for the first time in many years, our Mission commit-

ments are current at the end of October. Usually at this time of year, our mission commit-

ments are running behind by several thousand dollars and we need the Heart for Mission offer-

ing to make up the difference. Because of your generous giving to the general funds for the 

first eight months of the year, we will not Need a Heart for Mission Offering this year. 

And the church still has a $4,482.00 surplus for the year through October. To put that in 

perspective, at the end of October 2019, the church had a $2,224 deficit for the year (along 

with being behind in our mission commitments). Therefore, the Session and your Pastor con-

tinue to thank you for your strong financial commitment to Christ and His church during the 

Covid19 pandemic. 

CAPITAL FUND UPDATE 

 The current balance (as of November 16th) in the Capital Fund is $29,018.77.  

 

         FROM THE STAFF  

 The blessings of peace, the beauty of hope,  

 the spirit of love, the comfort of faith.  

 May this be your gift this Christmas season  
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ñA HEART FOR MISSIONSò 
 

ñHow, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can  
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? . . . As it is written, óHow  
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!ôò (Romans 10:14-15, NIV) 

 
Dear Church Family:        November 18, 2020 
 
As this year closes, we give thanks for the contributions to our missionary families. In past years we have held a ñHeart 
for Missionsò offering to make up for a deficit in our budgeted missions giving. Last year at this time we were about 
$6,000.00 behind. This year we find all budgeted missions paid to date and anticipate them to be fully paid by yearôs 
end. So, this season we seek your prayers for our missionary families. 
 
Spread across the globe, these ï our military families ï bring the Gospel to such varied places as college campuses here 
in Ohio as well as evangelistic outreach to the ethnic peoples of South America, Asia, Europe, and Africa. And 2020 
with COVID-19 added to the usual political challenges has resulted in many changes ï needing much prayer. Many mis-
sionaries have found themselves ñsheltering in placeò for the past nine months. Elmarie Parker is still in the states while 
Scott is in the field. Greg & Chris Callison are both in Germany, hoping to return to their mission base before yearôs 
end. The Wellers are working through re-direction in their ministry. Meisters have to rely on media and the internet to 
support the ñJesus Film Ministryò work in Europe. In Peru, a recent wind storm pretty much destroyed the float plane 
hangar and the float plane at the SamAir Base where Mike & Nancy Mahon serve, not to mention the Corona virus im-
pact there and in other third world ministries, where daily life interaction makes it impossible to quarantine, with little 
medical help or hospitals, and no ventilators ï or electricity to run them.  

And ñOur own missionaryò, Angela Gianakos, has had a challenging year working to increase support to return to the 
Community Center in Kypseli-Athens, Greece, next summer. The Corona virus has eliminated any church services or 
other large group meetings at which she can share about and seek support for her ministry. If you are part of a small 
group fellowship that might be interested in learning of her ministry, please contact Angela. 
 
So, during this Advent season, we ask you to pray for our missionaries who are telling and living the Good News of Je-
sus, often at great sacrifice to their own comfort and security. They are: 
 

Greg and Christine Callison  -- PC(USA)  -- Asia 
Angela Gianakos ï ReachGlobal ï Kypseli, Athens, Greece 

Nate and Bethany Johnson  --  World Venture  --  Vienna, Austria 
A couple serving China who must not be named 

Mike and Nancy Mahon  --  SamAir-South America Mission  --  Pucallpa, Peru 
Ben Mathes  --  Mission:Hope (formerly - ROW) 

Dan McNerney, PC(USA)  --  Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship (PFF) 
Ray and Marf Meister --  Cru, The Jesus Film Ministry 
Scott and Elmarie Parker  --  PC(USA)  -- Asia 

Paul and Lorien Knapp Sayayu ï Kwetu Faraja ï Mwanza, Tanzania 
A family serving in Asia who must not be named 

Bob and Marilyn Trube  --  InterVarsity  --  Ohio State and other Ohio College Campuses 
Michael and Rachel Weller  --  PC(USA)  --  Ethiopia 

 
May the Lord of the Nations be glorified around the world this Christmas. Thank you for your faithfulness! 

 
Joy to the world and to you and yours, The Missions Committee 

 
 Billie Jo Atkinson   Dave Atkinson    Les Double 
 Jean Durandetta    Jim Durandetta    Colleen Dyett 
 Mike Jones    Mark Minton, Co-Chairperson  Dave Oakman 
 Debbie Yoder    Vern Yoder, Co-Chairperson 
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We are grateful to have over 30 people signed up to pray the first 

Tuesday of every month. This is in conjunction with other 

churches within Trumbull County Prays which is a part of Amer-

ica Prays (Trumbullprays.org) to offer up continuous prayer for 

our world and the work of Godôs kingdom.  

For more information, or if you would like to participate, please contact 

Charlie Stingel (330 -718-2819) or Mike Jones (330) 246 -0805).   

òIf you abide in me and my words in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you.ó    (John 15:7) 

CHAMPION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHðDAY OF PRAYER 

FIRST TUESDY OF THE MONTH 

JUST A REMINDER: SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE -  

AT THE CHURCH WEBSITE OR ON FACEBOOK 

 

You can access our weekly worship service on the church website: 

 Simply go to www.championpres.org 

 Scroll down to: on WEBSITE visit us at Champion Presbyterian Church 

 Click on: Champion Presbyterian Church 

 Scroll down to ɤnd the Worship Service you desire and click on: Video 

 Then click on the play arrow in the lower left hand corner of the video. 

Each Sunday service is usually posted by Sunday afternoon. You can ac-
cess the last ten week of worship. The church website option presents a 
wide view of the service. 

Using Facebook, you can view our weekly worship service live on the 
church Facebook page. 

If you use Facebook but have never joined the Champion Presbyterian 
Church Facebook page, click on "Join" and an administrator will approve 
your membership. After joining, you can view the service live each Sun-
day morning at 10:00 am or view it at a later time. 

For those without internet or computer skills, you can call the church 
ofɤce (330) 847-9614, to request a printed copy of Pastor Stelle's sermon. 
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12/16  Doris Trua  5756 Sarah NW,  Warren OH 44483   86 

12/25  JESUS 

No Anniversaries in December 

      
 SKILLED CARE NURSING HOMES  

         Windsor House -  Jean Boyd  

 Gillette - Helen Martin 

 Armstrong Memory Care - Mary Troughton 

 Community Commons - Dick Bush; LaJune Cook 

 Shepherd of Valley - Nancy Bollenbacher 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone at CPC for all the calls, cards and prayers sent to me over my eye surger-
ies. A very special thank you to Pastor Steve for all the phone calls not only over my surgeries by 
also during this Covid 19 crisis. We feel so blessed to have such a wonderful church family and 
friends.-  -  Maureen Seafert 

  

 

 

 

 

      IN THE MILITARY  

OH:  Bret Larson   CO:  Bryan McCausland 

GA: Michael Smith         AK: Chaplain Ben Masillem 

FL:  Austin Arnold  KY:  Trevor Ross 

MS: Kyle Atkinson 



 

 


